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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please complete, then return this tear-off slip back to the nursery office. 




�       Child Health


This month’s Focus is on 


Chicken Pox


Chickenpox is highly contagious, and transmission is through direct person to person contact, airborne droplet infection or through contact with infected articles such as clothing and bedding. The incubation period (time from becoming infected to when symptoms first appear) is from 10 to 21 days.


The most infectious period is from 1 to 2 days before the rash appears but infectivity (and therefore exclusion from nursery) continues until all the lesions have crusted over (commonly about 5 to 6 days after onset of illness).


Signs and Symptoms of Chickenpox


Chickenpox may initially begin with cold-like symptoms followed by a high temperature and an intensely itchy, vesicular (fluid-filled blister-like) rash. Clusters of vesicular spots appear over 3 to 5 days, mostly over the trunk and more sparsely over the limbs.


For more information contact your local Health Protection Unit (HPU) on 01243 770772 or visit www.hpa.org.uk





Permissions 


We have recently sent out permission forms to all parents. If you have not already returned these, can I ask you to return them as soon as possible. 


Furthermore, we have come up with the need for a couple of additional permissions, so can we ask you to complete and return the tear-off slip at the end of this newsletter. 





Billingshurst Show


We are planning to enter a float, with added eagerness as we had to miss last years. The theme this year is ‘Musicals’ so if anyone has any brilliant ideas for us, please let a member of staff know as soon as possible. 


Equally, if you are talented or interested in helping out, please let a member of staff know as we would be very grateful for your help. 





Door Security


Please do not allow parents to tail-gate into the nursery. A member of staff must be present when  parents are allowed entry. This is to maintain security for everyone.


 





FOR SALE / RE-HOME


Baby Swing Chairs.


Open to offers! We are keen for these to go to a good home so if you know anyone who would make use of them please let us know. 





Reminders


Parents Questionnaires





Following the annual Parent Questionnaires, we have been really pleased to receive so many back quickly. This is an ideal opportunity for you to make comments on our work, which then enables us to review our practice and make plans to make any necessary changes/improvements as required by yourselves. 


If you have not already done so, can I urge you to complete this questionnaire and return it to the nursery office. We have recently discussed the ones we have received  at our latest staff meeting. Please keep an eye on the parents’ notice board, where I will be putting information about our decisions following this review. 





2011 Year of Communication


As agreed at our last Annual General Meeting we are using 2011 to focus on communication. 





Part of this focus will be to increase the use of communication via e-mail. This will include encouraging parents to gain access to our newsletters via our website to reduce the amount of printing we currently do and receiving text messages (as was trialled during the snow earlier this year) for emergency situations. 





We have decided to use the contact details of the ‘registering parent’ – i.e. the person who has signed the registration form, and usually the ‘parent/carer 1’ on our forms. If you would prefer the messages to go to an alternative number please ensure that you inform Veronica or Debbie about this to ensure we have your correct details. We have e-mail addresses for most parents, but please can you keep us up-dated with changes to these contact details to ensure the messages arrive promptly.  Equally, if you change your mobile phone number please ensure we have this to avoid any difficulties getting the information to you or sending it out to the incorrect number. 


We will be carrying out an additional text messaging test shortly, to ensure we have the correct telephone numbers so please keep us informed if these messages are being received by the correct number. 





Fees folders


We have been using these folders at the nursery entrance for all correspondence to parents. Please check your child’s folder regularly to ensure you receive the information promptly. 








�Sun cream Scheme





As you may already know, we ask parents to contribute £2.00 per child once a year towards the cost of sun cream. To reduce the amount of admin this involves, we have decided to add this on to all parents’ invoices. We will therefore add this onto you April invoice. I hope you agree that this will save everyone a lot of time and effort.


If your child requires alternative sun cream that you will be providing, please let the nursery office know before Friday 18th March so that we ensure you are not charged for this.


Also, some parents have not given permission for us to apply sun cream to their children on the recent permission forms. We will double check this with you, as for safety reasons we would need to ask you to sign a disclaimer in the event that you do not wish us to apply sun cream to your child. 





Nursery Activities


We are arranging to have a ‘garden party’ in celebration of the Royal Wedding.


�Thursday 28th April�


Please encourage your children to dress up as Kings and Queens! (princes and princesses also allowed!) 





Video Camera


We have just purchased a video camera which we hope to use around the nursery. We aim to use this to record information about the activities the children are enjoying. This will be used to share with the children, and also as a training tool for staff so that we can evaluate our practice.  Please see the permission slip bat the end of the newsletter as we need to gain additional permission from all parents before we can begin to use this.





3 year old funding.


Can I remind parents that you are now entitled to 15 hours of funding per week. We are aware that some parents are using less than this, so if you would like to use up your full entitlement, please speak to Veronica or Debbie who will be able to advise you how to use up your remaining funding.  








FUNDRAISING    


 


�


Red Nose Day


We will be fundraising for Comic Relief. 


There will be a variety of fund-raising activities, including a staff sack race and the ‘Pose Sweepstake’. We are asking the children to dress up –either as a favourite character from a book or film; or something Red. Please see the notices beside the parent notice board for information. 





Veronica 


As you may know I am planning to run the Brighton Marathon in April and walk the Trail walker in July. Unfortunately I have been riddled with injuries throughout my training, so hope that I will be able to complete these, but would appreciate your support for, if nothing else, the willingness to start these, even if I struggle to complete them!! All of this is for charity, so I would be very grateful if you would add your name to my sponsor form at the main nursery entrance. There is also a collection box available if you have any spare loose change! 







































































Dates to remember


Parents evening


Monday 14th March 6.00-7.30pm





Red Nose Day


Friday 18th March





Garden Party


Thursday 28th April 





Billingshurst Show


Sunday 19th June





We will be closed on these 


Bank Holidays:-


Friday 22nd April





Monday 25th April 


Friday 29th April 


Monday 2nd May


Monday 30th May





Term Dates:-


Easter Holidays Closure: 


11th April to 25th April inclusive.


Half term:


30th May to 3rd June






























































�Staffing at Wakoos�





We are pleased to confirm that we have successfully recruited a new Room Leader for Otters. We hope that Lorraine Politano will be starting with us on Tuesday 29th March. We have also agreed a couple of staff changes around the rooms as we have to balance qualifications and experience. These changes are going to be phased in to ensure that the child-care is not affected, and your child’s key-person will inform you of any changes that may affect you over the next couple of weeks, or during the parents meeting. 





We hope these changes will prove successful and we continue to develop the service that we provide to you. 




















Additional Permissions Slip.





Child’s Name: 


											       YES        NO 


I give permission for the staff to use a plaster on my child in the event of a 


minor injury, e.g. small cut. 	





I give permission for my child to be included in videos taken at nursery. 


I understand the videos will only be used within the nursery setting, 	                  YES       NO


e.g. for staff training purposes; during nursery meetings, such as AGM 


which may include other parents.  	


The nursery will gain further approval for any other use of these videos. 





Signed:…………………………………………………………Date:………………………………………
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